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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 5886 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MILL PEPR, CH, FR 

SUBJECT: LOCAL PRC PRESS SAYS CHINA TO BUY ARMS 

1 . HONG KONG'S PRC-CONTROLLED WEN WEI PAO STATED IN ITS 
MAY 10 EDITORIAL THAT CHINA "WILL BUY ANTI-TANK DEVICES 
AND MIRAGE 2000 FIGHTER PLANES." WEN WEI PAO DOES NOT 
IDENTIFY THE COUNTRY WHICH WILL SELL THESE WEAPONS, BUT ITS 
LEAD ARTICLE THE PREVIOUS DAY WAS A REUTERS DESPATCH FROM 
PARIS WHICH CITED FRENCH OFFICIALS AS SAYING THE CHINESE 
WERE INTERESTED IN BUYING THE HOT AND MILAN ANTI-TANK 
SYSTEMS, THE EXOCET ANTI-SHIP MISSILES AND THE CROTALE 
WEAPON SYSTEM AGAINST LOW-FLYING SUPERSONIC PLANES. THE 
MAY 10 EDITORIAL COMMENTED THAT THE PLANNED WEAPON PURCHASE 
"IS OBVIOUSLY A NATIONAL DEFENSE MEASURE AGAINST THE SOVIET 
UNION." 

2. COMMENT: IN AN EFFORT TO INCREASE CIRCULATION, THE 
PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS IN HONG KONG HAS RECENTLY BEEN GIVEN 
SOME MEASURE OF REPORTING INDEPENDENCE, SO ITS COMMENTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 05886 100912Z 

CANNOT BE TAKEN AS DEFINITE CONFIRMATION OF PEKING 
DECISIONS. HOWEVER, WE DOUBT THAT WEN WEI PAO WOULD 
MAKE SUCH A FLAT PREDICTION UNLESS IT HAD RECEIVED SOME 
GUIDANCE FROM PEKING INDICATING A DESIRE TO MAKE A DEAL 
WITH THE FRENCH. 

3. COORDINATED WITH HKDLO. 
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